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Berkeley Medical Brigades
address
Dear Medical Professional,
I hope this letter finds you well.

I am writing to you on behalf of UC Berkeley’s Pre-Medical Post-Baccalaureate Global Medical Brigades Club. Our club is part of Global Medical Brigades, which is an international network of university clubs that throughout the year travels to over 70 rural Honduran villages to deliver primary health care.  Last year alone, the efforts of Global Medical Brigades clubs reached 30,000 Hondurans.  The Berkeley Post-Bacc’s medical brigade to Honduras will take place from May 17th to May 23rd, 2010.  In preparation for our trip we are recruiting students, fundraising, collecting medicine and supplies, and identifying health care professionals who would be willing to donate their time, skills, and experience to our mission of providing much-needed medical relief to Hondurans living in some of the most rural and impoverished villages in Latin America. 

Honduras, a country of nearly 8 million, suffers from poor economic and health indicators. Roughly 30 percent of the population receives no health care, 83 percent is uninsured, and health expenditure is among the lowest in Latin America.  Disease and malnutrition are the leading causes of death in children under 5 years. Education, health care and clean water are luxuries. The goal of Global Medical Brigades is to provide basic health care to communities via medical brigades trips.

A medical brigade consists of student volunteers and medical professionals.  In Honduras, we will rely on the well-known non-profit organization, Sociedad Amigos de Los Ninos, to assist us with our accommodations, travel to rural sites as well as with the set-up of temporary one-day primary care clinics.  The group functions like a mobile medical unit, setting up small clinics to diagnose and treat patients at no cost (sometimes caring for as many as 1,600 patients in one day).  From in-take, to triage, to medical consultations, to filling prescriptions, the groups experience the many realms of the medical profession under the guidance of licensed medical professionals. Medical professionals return from the trip having served a community and positively influenced the next generation of aspiring health-care professionals.
To make this trip a success, I need your help in the following 3 ways

1) Donation of medications as a resource in treating patients, as provided in the attached list. And/Or
2) Join me as a medical professional volunteer.

3) Monetary donations will help us purchase medicine and supplies for our brigade.  You can visit https://fundraising.intelis.com/gbl/AThons/Home.jsp?Person=cc0d0bb81257fc2bd1f100445a108900&Event=cc0d0bb81204854da6a100335db8ce52 to make a tax-deductible donation online.  Checks payable to “Berkeley Medical Brigades” are also accepted (checks are not tax-deductible).
We would be grateful for your participation in this trip.  With the right team and your generous contributions we can make positive differences in the Honduran communities.

Please visit our website at http://berkeleypostbaccsgmb.weebly.com/support-us.html or www.medicalbrigades.com for more information. Also please feel free to send any questions or concerns to your e-mail or contact me by phone at xxx-xxx-xxxx.
Best wishes,
your name
Trip Information

Date: May 17th-23rd, 2010
Location: Nuevo Paraiso (fly into Tegucigalpa, Honduras)
Goal: To provide primary health care to Honduran communities in need.

Cost:  In-country costs are all-inclusive (housing, food, transportation, laundry, tips, fees, etc) is $750. Airfare is the only other cost and is typically between $500 - $1000.

Other Ways You Can Help 

Student Sponsorship – If you are unable to accompany us, we still greatly need your support to make our brigade a success. Without donations from members of the medical community these brigades would not be possible. Donations will go towards purchasing medications and supplies that are difficult to collect in the United States. There is no overhead collected by the non-profit organization, Sociedad Amigos de Los Ninos.

Any and all financial support that you can give is greatly appreciated and will help bring medical relief to a population in desperate need of assistance.  Please visit our website https://fundraising.intelis.com/gbl/AThons/Home.jsp?Person=cc0d0bb811a7b084494100146b383c7a&Event=cc0d0bb8119df33c61d1000388361b59 
 to make tax-deductible donations or write checks payable to “Berkeley Medical Brigades” (non-deductible).
As always please feel free to contact me at your e-mail or by phone at xxx-xxx-xxxx with any questions or comments.

