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Financing the Medical Brigade
2010-2011 Treasurer: Trina Johnson 
Email: trinamd@sbcglobal.net


Topics

I. Costs for Trip

II. Online Donations made to Individual Brigaders


           UC BERKELEY POSTBACCS
III. Online Donations made to the Entire Group

IV. Check Donations made for Individual Brigader Costs

V. Check Donations made for Pharmacy or Grant Fees
VI. Fundraising: Group and Individual

VII. Deadlines and Policy

I. Trip Costs

The cost for each trip includes airfare, in-country fees, a grant fee and funds for medications.
a. Airfare: the cost of round trip airfare for the January 2011 brigade is $760. 

b. In-country Fees: the cost of the 7-day brigade is $750.00 and the cost for the 10-day brigade is $950.00. 

c. Grant fees are used to cover costs associated with applying for financial support to cover the costs of the medications that we will need on the trip. Each brigader is responsible for $75.00 towards the grant fees. The fee can be paid by cash or check to “Berkeley Medical Brigades” and given to the treasurer. 

d. We ask that each brigader seek donations to get medications from local doctor offices, pharmacies, or any other companies that may have the resources. It is expected that you seek as many donations as possible but no less than $100 worth of medications. If for some reason, the amount is not attainable, then you can make a $100.00 donation by cash or check to “Berkeley Medical Brigades” and give it to the treasurer. 

The total cost for the trip including all costs and donations amount to $1685 for the 7-day trip and $1885 for the 10-day trip.

II. Online Donations for Individual Fundraising
Each brigader has to set up their individual fundraising page online at www.brigades.org. Funds donated to each individual online are tax deductible and non-refundable. An automatic receipt will be emailed back to each donor for donations of any amount. You can use this fundraising platform to raise funds mainly for airfare and in-country fees. You can set your individual fundraising goal at any value at or above $750.00. If your total online donations exceed the cost of in-country fees and airfare, the additional funds can be used to cover grants and medications. 
Donors can go to the following link to make donations to individuals or the group:

http://www.empowered.org/donation/B5356D09-A97B-4E28-A872-5922FBA6142C
IMPORTANT: Make sure that donors wishing to donate to your individual trip costs select the option to “Donate to help a participant go on a brigade.” Once donations are made to the group, we will not be able to redirect them to individual fundraising accounts. 
III. Online Donations to the Group

Donations can be  made to the group at the link above. These funds can be used to cover additional supplies or medications that we will need and also can be used to offset the total cost amount for all brigaders. These donations are also tax-deductible. 
IV. Check Donations Made for Individual Brigader Costs

If you receive check or cash donations to cover your in-country and airfare costs, these should be given to the treasurer so they can be mailed to the national organization accounting department. Checks for this purpose should be made to “Global Brigades, Inc.” The Donation Tracking Form should accompany each donation you give to the treasurer. Tax-deductible receipts will be issued automatically for all donations that are in the amount of $250 or more. All other donations sent to Global Brigades are also tax-deductible but donors will need to request a receipt if the amount is less than $250. All donations will be sent together to GMB National in December, and receipts should not be expected before January. 

V. Check Donations made for Medications and Grant Fees

Money that will be used to cover medications or grant fees should also be given to the treasurer. Checks should be made out to “Berkeley Medical Brigades”. These donations are NOT tax-deductible in any amount. 

VI. Fundraising 

Fundraising will be done to offset the cost of the brigade. There will be a large group fundraising event, from which all funds will go towards the cost of medications. If donors use a check to pay for entry tickets, it should be written out to “Berkeley Medical Brigades”, and these donations are not tax-deductible. These are also smaller individual fundraising that you can participate in that can help decrease your individual costs. The main thing to remember is the following: 

*Donations made by check to cover individual in-country and airfare will be sent to National and must be made out to “Global Brigades, Inc.” These are tax-deductible.

*Donations made by check to cover grant fee and medication contribution can be made out to “Berkeley Medical Brigades”. These donations are not tax-deductible. 
VII. Deadlines and Refund Policy

a. Refunds: Because of the high volume of Brigaders and to avoid heavy administrative accounting costs, all donations are generally (see cancellations) non-refundable. Donations may be shifted to other members of your Brigade and/or otherwise be used towards sustainable projects in the communities. 
b. Cancellations: In the case of a cancellation, an airfare refund may be given on a case by case basis and may be subject to an administrative fee. If you have any questions or concerns relating to any policies and financial deadlines, please contact the Treasurer ASAP. If you know you will need to cancel your trip, please notify the president ASAP at berkeleypostbaccs@globalbrigades.org.   

c. Deadlines for January 2011: 

i. Airfare Deposit Due ($235 total): October 25, 2010

ii. Total Airfare Due ($760): November 29, 2010

iii. Medication Contribution and Grant Fee Due ($100 +$75): December 5, 2010

iv. Total in-country fees Due ($750 or $950): December 17, 2010 
**check for date changes on the local calendar which can be found at: 

http://berkeleypostbaccsgmb.weebly.com

